his 20 year long career on hold. On 31st March
this year he reached a settlement with Sheffield
University and left his academic post. An agreed
statement read: ‘Dr Blumsohn and the University
of Sheffield are pleased to announce that they have
compromised their differences upon mutually
satisfactory terms which they have agreed will
remain confidential.” Dr Blumsohn has since
declined to comment on his University post.

Blumsohn simply despairs, his belief in science
shattered. ‘The behaviour of the regulatory bodies
mirror all that is worst in the relationship between
industry and academia. Rather than help setting
an example and protect the public from rogue
research the regulators are positively encouraging
it through their approach to science,” he told
the Ecologist. ‘The companies jump through the
bureaucratic hoops they are asked to provide and
then hide behind the process when things go
wrong. If companies aren’t prepared to put up
all their unmanipulated and unfiltered data to
be examined then they should be treated with
the deserved derision of honest scientists and
the public - they should not be protected by
government regulators.’

There’s little chance of that happening. Tony
Blair saw to that when he met with the chief
executive officers (CEO) of Astra Zenca, Glaxo
Wellcome and Smith Klein Beecham in late 2004.
The CEOs told Blair that red tape and regulation
had made undertaking research and development
in the UK so problematic they were considering
moving their final phase trials onto mainland
Europe. In the face of this threat Blair sanctioned
the creation of four bodies to smooth the way for
research and development in the UK.

M Jon Hughes is the Deputy Editor
of the Ecologist.




